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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-57 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual 
Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2 0 02 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly 
or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2 000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference 
is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by 
the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Mukaiyama et al . U.S. Patent No. (6631407). 
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As per claim 1, Mukaiyama et al teach an information management 
apparatus (fig. 1, device 10) for transmitting data indicating 
information on a device to an external apparatus (device 
information and device status are sent to management server 20) , 
comprising : 

acquisition means for acquiring said data from a 
storage unit (fig. 3, elements 114 and MIB database 150) in said 
information management apparatus (each device informs the 

management server of a change of operation status when 

a Status change occurs) when said data is not dependent 

upon a machine kind of said device (device status information 
col. 6, lines 42-61) , and acquiring said data from a storage 
unit said device when said data is dependent upon the machine of 
said device (machine dependent information includes model 

names, MAC addresses, IP addresses, etc. for devices 

10, col. 2, 1-7 and col. 5, lines 35-54); 

transmission control means controlling so that said data acquired 
by said acquisition means may be transmitted to the external 
apparatus (see control part 110 and 3 04, fig. 3 and 4 
respectively for controlling data transmission to server 20; col. 
6, lines 16-41 and col. 7, lines 35 to col. 8, line 11). 
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As per claim 2, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein when said data is 
dependent upon the machine kind of said device said acquisition 
means transmits a request of said data to said device, and 
receives said data from said device col . 2 , 1-7 and col . 5/ 

lines 35-54) . 



As per claim 3, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim further comprising: 

judgment means for, when said data is transmitted in response to 
a request from said external apparatus, judging, on the basis of 
identification information for identifying said data, included in 
said request, as to whether said data is stored in the storage 
unit in said information management apparatus or stored in the 
storage unit in said device (COl.2, 1-7; col. 6, lines 42-61 

and col. 5, lines 35-54), wherein, accordance with a 

judgment result by said judgment means, said acquisition means 
acquires said data from the storage unit in said information 
management apparatus or the storage unit in said device (col. 7, 
lines 35 to col. 8, line 11). 

As per claim 4, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said identification 
information path name (col. 6, lines 35-54), and said judgment 
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means judges, on the basis of a directory part included in said 
path name, as to whether said data is stored in the storage said 
information management apparatus or stored in the storage unit in 
said device (col. 6, lines 35-54 and col . 5, lines 35-54). 

As per claim 5, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim further comprising: 

judgment means for judging, on the basis of a list 
indicating said data dependent upon the machine kind of said 
device (col . 5, lines 35-65), as to whether said data is 

stored in the storage unit in said information management 
apparatus or stored in the storage unit in said device, wherein, 
in accordance a judgment result by said judgment means, said 
acquisition means acquires said data from the storage unit in 
said information management apparatus the storage unit in said 
device (col . 2 , 1-7; col. 6, lines 42-61 and COl . 5, lines 

35-54 . see figs 3-5) . 

As per claim 6, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim wherein said identification 
information is URL-inscribed (col. 5, lines 35-65 and col. 10, 
lines 8-29) . 
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As per claim 7, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said data is transmitted 
to said external apparatus, based on HTTP (col. 9, lines 1-31 and 
col. 12, lines 32-42). 

As per claim 8, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a network board is 
attached said device (fig. 4, 301 and col. 7, lines 7-38). 

As per claim 9, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said data is requested 
from said external apparatus, based on document data for display 
for displaying information on said device by browser (col. 5, 
lines 35-65) . 

As per claim 10, Mukaiyama et al teach the information management 
apparatus according to claim wherein said device is a laser beam 
printer (device 10, fig. 1). 

As per claims 11-12, 31-32, 51-52 and 55, these claims include 
similar limitations as explained in claims 1-3 above. Therefore, 
they are rejected with the same rationale. 

As per claims 13, 28,33 and 48, Mukaiyama et al the invention, 
wherein a network board is attached said device (fig. 4, 301 and 
col . 7, lines 7-38) . 
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As per claims 14,18, 34 and 38, Mukaiyama et al the invention, 
wherein the equipment construction concerns a paper feed 
apparatus attached, and corresponding data exists by each 
combination of attached paper feed apparatus (col. 6, lines 16-27 
and col. 7, lines 3 9-50) . 

As per claims 15 and 35, Mukaiyama et al the invention, wherein 
said judgment step judges a connection of option equipment 
attached to said device, data provided in response to a request 
indicates a connection state of option equipment (fig. 2, col. 5, 
lines 45 to col. 6, line 7). 

As per claims 16,30,36, and 50, Mukaiyama et al the invention, 
wherein said device is a laser beam printer (device 10, fig. 1) . 

As per claims 17,19,21, 39,41, and 53-54 and 56-57, these claims 
include similar limitations as claims 1 above. Therefore, they 
are rejected with the same rationale. 

As per claims 20 and 40, Mukaiyama et al the invention further 
comprising : 

message acquisition means for acquiring a message dependent 
upon a machine kind of said device, which is said message, from 
said device (col.2, 1-7 and col . 5, lines 35-54). 
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As per claims 22 and 42, Mukaiyama et al the invention, wherein 
when said data is dependent upon the machine kind of said device 
said acquisition means transmits a request of said data to said 
device, and receives said data from said device col . 2 , 1-7 and 

col. 5, lines 35-54). 

As per claims 24,25 and 44, Mukaiyama et al the invention, 
wherein said identification information path name (col. 6, lines 
35-54) , and said judgment means judges, on the basis of a 
directory part included in said path name, as to whether said 
data is stored in the storage said information management 
apparatus or stored in the storage unit in said device (col. 6, 
lines 35-54 and col . 5, lines 35-54). 

As per claims 23,43 and 45, Mukaiyama et al the invention further 
comprising : 

judgment means for judging, on the basis of a list 
indicating said data dependent upon the machine kind of said 
device (col . 5, lines 35-65), as to whether said data is 

stored in the storage unit in said information management 
apparatus or stored in the storage unit in said device, wherein, 
in accordance a judgment result by said judgment means, said 
acquisition means acquires said data from the storage unit in 
said information management apparatus the storage unit in said 
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device (col.2, 1-7; col. 6, lines 42-61 and COl . 5, lines 
35-54. see figs 3-5). 

As per claims 2 6 and 46, Mukaiyama et al the invention, wherein 
said identification information is URL-inscribed (col. 5, lines 
35-65 and col. 10, lines 8-29). 

As per claims 2 7 and 47, Mukaiyama et al the invention, wherein 
said data is transmitted to said external apparatus, based on 
HTTP (col. 9, lines 1-31 and col. 12, lines 32-42). 

As per claim 2 9 and 49, Mukaiyama et al the invention, wherein 
said data is requested from said external apparatus, based on 
document data for display for displaying information on said 
device by browser (col. 5, lines 35-65). 

As per claim 37, a method claim with similar limitations as claim 
1 and 9 above. Therefore, it is rejected with the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,747 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2153 

Barqadle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-3949, The fax phone numbers for the' 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Yasin Barqadle 
Art Unit 2153 



